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1.1 This Hearing Statement sets out Essex County Council’s (ECC) response in 
relation to the Inspector led consultation on the revised National Planning Policy 
Framework (July 2021) and other Examination documents submitted since the 
opening of the hearings. 

 
CPBC/04 - National Planning Policy Framework (July 2021) 
 
1.2 ECC is a ‘top tier’ local authority which incorporates Castle Point Borough 

Council’s (CPBC) administrative area and ECC is the local highway and 
transport authority.  

 
1.3  ECC has previously provided support for representations submitted by the 

Essex Bridleways Association (EBA) with regards reference to public rights of 

way and/or bridleways within the Local Plan and included by CPBC as Main 

Modifications in EXM - 030 as modifications M10.14; M10.19; M10.62; M10.76; 

M10.83 and M10.89. 

 

1.4 In addition, ECC has also previously signed a Statement of Common Ground 

with CPBC, namely SCG - 003, including numerous references to the promotion 

of `improvements to active and sustainable transport infrastructure’   

 

1.5 ECC support the suggested Modification by CPBC to Policy TP3, part c to be 

consistent with NPPF, paragraph 106 d. 

 

 ‘Improvements to local footpaths, bridleways and cycling networks across 
Castle Point linking to the Thames Estuary Path, and any other appropriate 
green infrastructure links, addressing gaps in the network and ensuring all 
routes are attractive and well designed of a high quality; 

 
 
1.6 The revised Glossary of the NPPF provides a definition of `Minerals resources 

of local and national importance’: `Mineral Consultation Areas’; `Recycled 
aggregates’ and `Secondary aggregates’. The CPBC response is to state that 
these are a County Matter to be resolved through the Minerals Local Plan. 
Whilst this is factually correct, ECC would seek to clarify that the development 
plan for the borough includes the Essex Minerals Local Plan (2014) and the 
Essex and Southend-on-Sea Local Plan (2017) together with the Local Plan.   

 
 
EXM-036 -  Note on discussions with Thurrock Council and Essex County 
Council in regard to New or Improved Access to Canvey Island 
 
 
1.7 ECC notes the reference in paragraph 4 to an access to Canvey study and that 

this study will assess `all potential access arrangements and improvements to 
access onto Canvey Island’. As part of the hearings the Inspector 

https://www.castlepoint.gov.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n5689.pdf&ver=9319
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recommended CPBC consider drafting a specific policy and justification 
regarding access to Canvey. ECC, as highway authority, has assisted CPBC in 
the drafting of such a policy, which will be submitted to the Inspector for 
consideration and subsequent consultation in due course. ECC would seek to 
clarify that any study will not assess `all potential access arrangements’ but 
CPBC, in collaboration with ECC and other partners, will undertake a feasibility 
study to identify options for improving access to and from Canvey Island 
including its wider strategic implications. ECC would like to highlight this 
distinction to the Inspector for clarification. 

 
 
EXM-046 - Castle Point Borough Council - HO31 – East of Kings Park Village – 
Note on contamination 
 
1.8 ECC, as the Waste Disposal Authority, support the suggested modifications 

requiring consultation with ECC regarding any remediation strategy as 
identified in paragraph 21 and outlined below. 

 
New paragraph to the Reasoned Justification after Paragraph 10.113 (and 
renumber the following paragraph accordingly).  

 
The site is adjacent to a historic landfill site. It has also been the subject of fly 
tipping in the past, which was removed at the time. Any planning application 
would need to have regard to the potential for ground and/or water 
contamination and meet the requirements of Strategic Policy NE8, and where 
necessary, deliver a comprehensive remediation strategy prepared in 
consultation with ECC, as the Waste Disposal Authority.  

 
A new criterion 5 to Policy HO31 as follows, and renumber subsequent 
criteria:  

 
5. Development will be expected to deliver an appropriate comprehensive 
remediation strategy, in consultation with ECC, as the Waste Disposal 
Authority, to address any outstanding historic contamination issues, and to 
prevent any new contamination pathways arising. Consistent with the NPPF, 
the responsibility for delivering the remediation including any ongoing 
measures will fall to the developer. 

 
 
EXM-055 – Note on Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and relationship with 
Housing Allocations 
 
1.9 ECC, as highway authority, was consulted by CPBC in the preparation of this 

document. ECC supports the additional modifications that have been proposed 
as a result of this work with regards reference to `multi user access’, and which 
are shown in blue in Policies HO13 and HO14. 

 


